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THE CARP VALLEY ASSOCIATION

Since 2006, the Carp Valley Association (Local Action 
Group) has been working for the residents of seven 
gminas located in the Carp Valley: 

Since 2009, the Carp Valley Association has been 
implementing the Local Development Strategy (LDS) 
setting out the directions of development of gminas 
located in the Carp Valley.
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Carp Valley Tourist 
Information Centre in Zator
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THE CARP VALLEY 

Immeasurable
Carp-abilities



�Zator carp 

�Smoked 

�Carp in vinegar

�Rayal cheescake

�Prażone - 

�Kaszana - 

Zator carp 

a sort of stew consisting of potatoes, 
carrots, sausage, onion, etc.

blood sausage with fried cabbage

Dolina Karpia (the "Carp Valley") is attractive in terms of tourism and natural beauty. 
This picturesque area comprises seven gminas situated in the Małopolskie Voivodeship, 
between Kraków, Oświęcim, Wadowice and Kalwaria Zebrzydowska. The area of two 
neighbouring poviats: Oświęcim (gminas: Osiek, Polanka Wielka, Przeciszów, and Zator) 
and Wadowice (Brzeźnica, Spytkowice, and Tomice) is dotted with numerous ponds that 
are popular with anglers, attracted to the region by an abundance of fisheries. 
Photographers and ornithologists also visit the area regularly, as do many young 
students on school trips. A significant portion of the Carp Valley has been included in the 
EU Natura 2000 Special Protection Area. 

Those who prefer active 
tourism will be delighted 
to find a network of cycle 
routes and Nordic walking 
trails here. You can also 
take part in numerous treks 
organized periodically in 
the Valley, or even embark 
on kayaking and treasure-
hunting trips.

Families with children usually start their stay in the Valley by visiting the amusement 
parks, including Dinozatorland – a theme park with life-sized moving dinosaur models. In 
winter, families frequently visit Santa Claus. The Valley also boasts a Wooden Architecture 
Route, connecting gems of wooden architecture scattered throughout the region. 

In summer, visitors arrive in droves to participate in a series of outdoor events of the Carp 
Valley Festival, during which tourists can purchase local products or handicrafts, often 
manufactured in the centuries-old traditional fashion. The highlights of the Festival are 
numerous performances by regional artists. The Carp Valley is conveniently located 
within driving distance of some of the major tourist attractions of the Małopolska region, 
making it an increasingly popular destination, alongside other well-known sites in the 
vicinity of Krakow: the Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum, Wadowice (birth-
place of Saint Pope John Paul II), and the Wieliczka Salt Mine. 

PRODUCTS FROM THE CARP VALLEY HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN THE MINISTRY 
OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT LIST OF TRADITIONAL PRODUCTS:

Osiek carp awaiting 
entry to the List


